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Speaking Spanish in Public
Speaking in mother tongue, especially to another person who also speaks that same language is fun and make one feel at home. At home in this context means that one feels that he is in a mother country. Even though some people find it difficult to speak their mother tongue in public, even to their kinsmen in a public place, some enjoy doing it. An example of such people is the author of this article, Myriam Marquez. However, the fact remains that to the person speaking the mother tongue, it might be fun but to the other person next, it might create ripples in them due to the feeling that they are being excluded from the conversation. Even though that is the case, speaking in one’s own mother tongue in a public place, especially in the company of other family members or close relatives who understand the language should not be taken to be rude to those who do not speak that particular language.
In her article, “Why and When We Speak Spanish in Public”, Myriam Marquez explains the times she speaks Spanish in public and why she does that. The main points that the author of the article include the assertion that speaking Spanish in public when she is in the company of her mother or her stepdad is not rude even though it creates the impression that she and her kinsmen are speaking about the other people close to them in a public place. However, she also makes a twist in her thoughts by stipulating clearly how she behaves when she meets a person who is not a bilingual like her and her parents. She refers to such a person as an English-only speaker. She makes an important point that when she meets an English-only speaker in public, she switches to English and introduces that person to her parents in English who also respond respectively in English. Therefore, in a nutshell, Myriam asserts that speaking Spanish in public is not rude but should be done with limitations and boundaries to maintain respect to the English-only speakers.
My observation after reading the article is that choosing to speak a mother tongue in a public place an be tricky particularly in a country where English is considered to be the universal language used by the vast majority of the people and also used as the official language. Even if there are no laws that bar people from speaking their mother tangoes in public places, choosing to speak Spanish in public places can be detrimental to the relationships that people make with others in such places. This explains why Myriam states clearly that she has to switch immediately to English and even her parents have to switch to English, whenever they meet with an English-only speaker in such public places where she and her family communicate to each other in Spanish “I will switch to English and introduce that person to my parents” (Marquez). I have also observed that it can be rude to suddenly switch to Speaking Spanish in a situation where two Spanish speaking people and one non-Spanish speaking person are having a conversation in English and all over a sudden, the two Spanish speaking people switch to Spanish. Marquez states that “the bilingual folks all of a sudden start speaking Spanish, which leaves out the English-only speaker. I don’t tolerate that”. This can create a problem because it obviously excludes the non-Spanish speaker from the conversation.
I fully agree with the author that speaking Spanish in public when she is doing shopping with her mother or steed dad is not rude. This is because language is a cultural heritage that the society should be encouraging to conserve. People should be proud of their mother tongues, especially when conversing with other family members. This helps to conserve the language which might be threatened with death and extinction is its native speakers do not speak it for many years. I also totally agree with the author's point about switching to English whenever a non-Spanish speaking fried is encountered in public place. I agree with this strategy because it helps to keep the respect and also create inclusivity so that the non-speaking friend can feel welcome. This is important in society today because it creates cohesion and understanding among different cultures and among people of different cultures. The point about two Spanish speakers suddenly switching to Spanish and leaving the third non-Spanish speaker out is also true. This is because behaving in such a manner clearly shows the non-Spanish speaker that he or she is not wanted and that he or she is not part of the conversation. It also creates the impression that the two are speaking about him or her ad this can sever friendship and working relationships between people.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, therefore, it is important to note that speaking in one’s other tongue in public especially in a conversation that involves one person with his or her family members who also speak the same language is good and should be encouraged but whenever another person who does not speak such a native language or mother tongue is encountered, it is necessary to switch to a language that everyone can speak and can understand. Therefore, people should avoid conversing in mother tongue such as Spanish in a situation where such conversation can create the impression that the other people around are being talked about or they are being excluded from the conversation.
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